Book reviews
Research in Muscular Dystrophy edited by the Members of the Research Committee of the Muscular Dystrophy Group pp xii+357 illustrated 40s London: Pitman Medical 1965 The edited Proceedings of the third Symposium on current research in muscular dystrophy held in January 1965 is again excellently produced with a pleasing format, good illustrations, and clear chapter and paragraph headings, making quick reference to the subject matter easy. In the reports of the discussions, it is not, however, clear who is speaking as chairman. Although appearing somewhat late, there can be no doubt about the value of the publication.
That papers on the physiology, biochemistry, and pathology of muscle constitute most of the symposium is in every way a good thing giving rise to a dynamic approach to the investigations of the alterations produced by disease.
Already functional assay of enzyme activity in diseased muscle is beginning, which, with quantitative enzyme estimation and the alterations seen in the fine structure of the abnormal muscle on electron microscopy, is likely to yield new information of great value. That new information is greatly needed, is shown by the five papers on Laevadosin therapy which with their indefinite results recall the numerous papers on glycine therapy of muscular dystrophy of some thirty years ago. The muscular dystrophy research group in this country are to be commended for their sustained attack on this disease. Quite understandably, anesthesia has spread its wings to include many aspects of resuscitation and intensive care but, so far, it has not proved possible to include any of them easily in undergraduate teaching. In many ways this is regrettable, as it is a neglected field between undergraduate and postgraduate education and one in which little attempt has been made to interest the senior student and junior houseman. This book makes a praiseworthy attempt to present it in a simple and non-controversial manner to those who have had no previous experience or training.
The basic principles of anvsthesia are clearly presented together with an outline of the work of a recovery room and a resuscitation/intensive care unit.
It is clearly written and well presented and contains a great deal of sound common sense. I would strongly recommend it for the senior medical student and the first year graduate. It will give them a practical guide to the many acute problems they will encounter and it may well promote a healthy and increasing interest in this expanding field of medicine. I must also add that in my opinion it can be read as well by the more experienced anesthetist with profit and pleasure. This book consists of the proceedings of a symposium held at the Royal College of Surgeons of England in June 1965 under the chairmanship of Professor E S Perkins, professor of experimental ophthalmology at the Institute of Ophthalmology, London. It is divided into two parts, the first consisting of reports of the results of glaucoma screening programmes carried out at four centres, Birmingham, Bedford, Oxford and Ferndale (Rhondda Valley), followed by two papers covering familial factors; the second part consists of papers concerned with (1) epidemiology of chronic simple glaucoma, (2) the effects of surgical treatment of the same condition, (3) problems in medical treatment of glaucoma and (4) a review of methods of detecting glaucoma. There were 27 participants including a lecturer in social medicine, a medical statistician, a research statistician, an ophthalmic epidemiologist from the USA, a pathologist, a medical officer of health, and two medical officers from the Ministry of Health.
The papers are all first class and the discussions which are reported in full are interesting and informative. Unfortunately no firm conclusions were reached in answer to the five questions posed by the Chairman in his opening remarks:
(1) Is screening for glaucoma worth while? (2) If so who should be screened? (3) What techniques should be used ? (4) What diagnostic criteria should we accept for a diagnosis of chronic simple glaucoma? (5) When should we start treatment?
The discussions emphasized the necessity for standardization of technique and nomenclature
